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History
The earliest monarchs among the nitrites-, known to
us, were Khattusil I, Mursil I, Khantil, Khuzzias,
Telibinus, and Khattusil II, father of the great con-
queror Shubbiluliuma. It was the records of the last
named that were found at Boghaz Kyoi. He was the
first king to use the cuneiform writing. Boghaz Kyoi
represents the remains of the capital city of the Hittites
called Khatti after the people and forming the inmost
layer of the Hittite spider.
The city stood on the slope of a hill surrounded by
a solid wall of polygonal masonry superimposed by
towers and pierced at a few places by gates. In the
citadel on the rock called Buyuk Kale, within the walls,
numerous archives were preserved. It was a fastness-
city 3,000 feet above the sea in an upland where snow
lies throughout the winter, and the summer is bright
and invigorating. This was the seat of the Hittite
empire and the refuge of its shock-dealing princes.
How the Hittites grew in power is a story of great
cunning and boldness, calculation and courage, intrigue
and conquest.
The end of the reign of Pharaoh Amenhetep JLII
threw his Asian empire into confusion. North Sy-
rian princes were uncertain whether their allegiance
was due to Egypt or to Mitanni. It opened the way
to the conquests of the energetic Khatti ruler Shubbi-
luliuma, But he knew that a direct bid for power
that end would lead to crossing swords at once with
both Egypt and Mitanni. He preferred to have re-
course to intrigue and incited a revolt of the Hittite
and Amorite princes in Lebanon. A curious compli-
cation was the result. Letters and despatches followed
between Egyptian lords in that part and their master
at home and fealty was pledged and broken by local
princes. Egypt was deceived and Abdashirta and his
son Aziru, the Amorite leaders, conducted this cam-